
Melting Snowflake Servers

Lars vonk    &    Alan van 
Dam

with Ansible





Migrate 
servers!





#fail
The result is a unique snowflake - good for a 

ski resort, bad for a data center.
http://martinfowler.com/bliki/SnowflakeServer.html - Martin Fowler



Melt the 
snowflakes



•Requires no additional 
software on the hosts


•Declarative actions (typically 
one-, two-liners)


•Idempotent out-of-the-box

•Vast amount of available 
modules


•Very active community

Ansible



•Vagrant with Virtual Box

•Exploring Ansible


– Host files

– Modules

– Facts

– Playbooks

– Roles

– Variables


•Rolling updates using Docker

Demo contents



Show me the 
code! Dear demo 

gods….



https://github.com/zilverline/goto-ansible


